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Suspect Very Well-Placed for Alleged Role j 

Counterintelligence Provided Window on U.S. Efforts Against Russian Spies 


By R. Jeffrey Smith and Walter Pincus 

Washington Post Staff Writers 

In shopping for a spy at the CIA, Mos- 
cow could hardly have made a better 
purchase than someone like Aldrich H. 
Ames. 

A former head of the agency’s Soviet 
counterintelligence branch, Ames was 
an expert on CIA efforts to ferret out 
Russian spies. That meant he was the 
ideal man to help Moscow’s spymasters 
stay one jump ahead of their CIA foes, 
while protecting himself from exposure. 

Later, as an official of the agency’s 


supersecret operations directorate, 
Ames was privy to much of the raw in- 
telligence sent back by U.S. agents in- 
side the communist state. This meant he 
was in a position to help Moscow defeat 
U.S. spy operations and eliminate any 
moles in its own intelligence organiza- 
tion. 

U.S. officials said yesterday they are 
still assessing the damage done by 
Ames’s alleged work for the Russian 
Federation’s Foreign Intelligence Ser- 
vice and its Soviet predecessor, the 
Committee for State Security, or KGB. 
But one said it is possibly “the worst es- 


pionage case ever” and several others 
said it was on a par with the infamous 
work for Moscow by Navy warrant of- 
ficer John A. Walker Jr. and his associ- 
ates in the 1970s and 1980s. 

“It's very serious,” said Sen. Dennis 
DeConcini (D-Ariz.), who was briefed on 
the case yesterday by two officials from 
the FBI and three from the CIA, includ- 
ing Director R. James Woolsey. “At first 
blush ... he certainly had accessibility 
to sensitive, sensitive material.” 

That Ames’s alleged work was able to 
escape detection for at least six years — 
from 1985 until 1991, when suspicions 
formed in the CIA’s counterintelligence 
offices — constitutes a spectacular fail ure 
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of the U.S. spy world’s elaborate 
mechanisms for self-protection. 

Encouraged by the legendary 
paranoia of former counterintelli- 
gence chief James Jesus Angleton, 
the CIA created elaborate safe- 
guards against the kind of deception 
spelled out in the 39-page FBI af- 
fidavit supporting Ames’s arrest. 
The agency tightly controls classi- 
fied documents, routinely adminis- 
ters polygraph examinations of its 
employees, restricts their travel 
and shares sensitive information 
only with those who “need to 
know.” 

None of these safeguards caught 
Ames or stopped the evident leak- 
age to Moscow of what several of- 
ficials characterized as an immense 
amount of classified material — a 
matter of considerable interest to 
DeConcini, who chairs the Senate 
Select Committee on Intelligence, 
and his House counterpart. Rep. 
Dan Glickman (R-Kan.). 

Ames, who was assigned to one 
of the agency’s most important of- 
fices while the Cold War was still 
warm, passed his polygraphs, CIA 
officials have told Capitol Hill. 

But Ames, a GS-14 who earned 
$69,834 a year at most, also lived 
well beyond his salary in an Arling- 
ton neighborhood of doctors and 


lawyers — with a Jaguar out front — 
without attracting undue suspicion. 
He flew to Venezuela and Colombia 
without approval to meet Russian 
contacts. 

Ames also managed to get an 
impressive variety of classified doc- 
uments out of the agency and store 
them in the memory of his home 
computer, according to the affida- 
vit. FBI special agents found doc- 
uments there last October related 
to “classified CIA operations, clas- 
sified CIA human assets, and iden- 
tities of CIA personnel whose actual 
employment the CIA seeks to pro- 
tect,” the affidavit said. 

In DeConcini’s words, the agents 
who served a search warrant late 
Monday night “found a real pack-rat 
type of personality, who saved a lot 
of stuff in his computer and in his 
home.” The perfect spy — and no- 
body noticed for years. 

What finally undid Ames, officials 
said, was the fact that a series of 
important U.S. espionage opera- 
tions aimed at the Soviet Union dur- 
ing the late 1980s were stopped 
cold. A striking and highly unusual 
string of victories by Moscow in the 
“spy versus spy” wars threw sus- 
picion on the CIA and, in time, on 
Ames. 

Officials declined to comment 
yesterday on how serious these set- 
backs were, or whether any U.S. 
agents were exposed or eliminated 


wnen Moscow halted the opera- 
tions. But a government source said 
the leaks “caused us real problems.” 

From 1985, when Ames was al- 
legedly recruited, to 1991, when he 
was deliberately transferred to less 
sensitive work in countemarcotics, 
well over half of the U.S. intelli- 
gence program was devoted to pry- 
ing secrets from the Soviet Union 
and its successor states. 

"The enormity of the sums that 
have allegedly been paid to this fel- 
low indicated the information had 
very significant importance to the 
payers,” said Glickman, referring to 
the more than $1.5 million listed in 
the affidavit as having been re- 
ceived by Ames in this period. “It 
indicates that over the years, we 
were very seriously damaged.” 

At CIA headquarters yesterday, 
many employees reacted to the ar- 
rest with shock and anger after 
learning about it in a brief morning 
broadcast by Woolsey on the agen- 
cy’s closed-circuit TV system. Ac- 
cording to officials, Woolsey said he 
found such a betrayal hard to com- 
prehend, involving as it did both 
harm to the country and a violation 
of a spy’s personal and professional 
obligations. 

“If proven true, it will obviously 
be a development that no one here 
would be able to easily forget,” said 
one CIA official. 

Several CIA officials sought to 



play down the magnitude of Ames’s 
alleged betrayal, noting that he was 
a mid-level officer, not a senior of- 
ficial. But Ames’s career path gave 
him at least a glimpse of the agen- 
cy’s sensitive operations in Turkey, 
Mexico City, Italy and at CIA head- 
quarters. 

Ames joined the agency in 1962 
at the age of 21, following in the 
footsteps of his father, Carleton 
Cecil Ames, who was described by a 
CIA spokesman yesterday as a ca- 
reer analyst for the agency. Glick- 
man said he plans to ask CIA offi- 
cials if the younger Ames was “per- 
ceived as a good old boy; was he 
given the same tests that anybody 
else would be given?” 

Ames, who had a Top Secret 
clearance for his entire 31-year ca- 
reer, went through the agency’s 

training program and got his first 
overseas assignment to Ankara in 
1969, two years after completihg 
his bachelors degree at George 
Washington University. He re- 
turned to Washington in 1972, and 
was assigned to New York and 
Mexico City between 1976 and 
1983. 

Subsequently, as the chief of the 
counterintelligence branch in the 
Soviet-East European Division in 
the Operations Directorate from 
1983 to 1985, Ames was respon- 
sible for directing the analysis of 
Soviet intelligence operations and 
recruiting Soviet agents who would 
betray these operations. It was the 
latter assignment that put him in 
frequent touch with Soviet employ- 
ees at the embassy in Washington, 
according to the affidavit. 

Many of these contacts were au- 
thorized, but investigators recently 
discovered that “Ames scheduled 
numerous meetings with Soviet 
Embassy personnel which he either 
did not report at all or reported 
months afterward,” the affidavit 
said. The meetings were often fol- 
lowed by “large deposits of cash, 
not explained by his known in- 
come.” 

The affidavit stated that Ames 
became a paid Soviet agent in 1985, 
dubbed “the year of the spy” by the 
Reagan administration because so 
many Americans spying for Mos- 
cow turned up that year. Two U.S. 
citizens spying for the . Soviet 
Union — Ronald W. Pelton of the 
National Security Agency and Ed- 


ward Lee Howard, a former (jjgf 
agent — were exposed in September 
1985 by a Soviet defector Vitaly 
Yurchenko. John W. Walker also 
was arrested that year after passing 
Navy code secrets to the Soviets. 

According to sources, Ames was 
one of those who debriefed Yur- 
chenko after the senior KGB officer 
defected in September 1985. After 
giving some information, Yur- 
chenko changed his mind and in No- 
vember 1985 fled from his CIA 
companions at a Georgetown res- 
taurant, returning to Moscow. At 
roughly the same time, Howard re- 
alized he was being followed by the 
FBI and fled, eventually turning up 
in Russia. 

The FBI and CIA wondered if 
Howard had been somehow tipped 
off. While no officials ventured a 
connection yesterday to Ames’s 
alleged work, the affidavit stated 
that Ames first deposited $9,000 in 
his Virginia bank account in May of 
that year, the first of dozens of cash 
deposits he made. 

While the Reagan administration 


was focusing on its espionage proD- 
lems, Moscow was concerned about 
similar spy losses. The KGB station 
in Washington was devastated by a 
spectacular expulsion in October 
1986 of agents tagged by the FBI, 
which had successfully recruited 
several turncoats with lucrative 
payments. Two of these double 
agents, Valery Martynov and Ser- 
gei Motorin, were later uncovered 
by the Soviets, convicted of treason 
and executed. Again, no one ven- 
tured a connection to Ames’s al- 
leged work yesterday. 

Ames was sent on an unspecified 
assignment in Rome from 1986 to 
1989, before returning to Washing- 
ton to serve as the counterintelli- 
gence branch chief for an uniden- 
tified East European area from 
1989 to 1991. From this post, he 
gave the Soviets the name of a Rus- 
sian counterintelligence officer, co- 
denamed “GTPROLOGUE," who 
was helping the CIA, according to 
the affidavit. He had read about him 
three days earlier. 

After suspicion fell on him in 
1991 due to a joint CIA-FBI coun- 
terintelligence investigation, Ames 
was quietly transferred by CIA 
managers to the agency’s counter- 
narcotics center, where he worked 
on drug trafficking in the Black Sea. 

Despite the importance of his 
work, Ames’s career marked him as 
a plodding individual with a modest 
future, and thus “a perfect CIA em- 
ployee to play the role of Soviet 
spy,” according to a retired former 
top counterintelligence official. 
“They don’t look for high fliers,” 
this source said. 

A secret June 23, 1993, search of 
Ames’s office on the “G” level of the 
agency’s new headquarters building 
uncovered many documents on Rus- 
sian intelligence and military activ- 
ities having “no relationship to 
Ames’s current duties,” bolstering 
FBI suspicions, the affidavit stated. 

Also charged yesterday was 
Ames’s wife, Maria del Rosario Ca- 
sas Ames, a Colombian native he 
married in 1985. Currently a part- 
time student at Georgetown Uni- 
versity, she was recruited as a CIA 
source in Mexico City in 1983 while 
serving as the cultural attache for 
an unspecified foreign country — 
while Ames was also stationed 
there. He told associates that much 
of the couple's wealth came from 
his wife’s family. 



